
From: Rachael Stevie (CD)
To: "lisa_kblast@hotmail.com"; "brian.fielder@hotmail.com"
Cc: "jayme@designsnw.com"; Jeremy Johnston
Subject: RE: VA-20-00014 Fielder - Deemed Incomplete
Date: Monday, January 11, 2021 10:06:00 AM
Attachments: How To... OHWM from DOE.pdf
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Also, please see attached handout from the Department of Ecology on how to determine the
OHWM. I failed to include this on my first email, my apologies.
 
Thank you.
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 
Please Note:  In an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and the Governor’s "Safe Start" reopening plan, Kittitas
County Community Development Services is currently in Phase 3 and is open to the public in a limited capacity. At
this time many of us are on a rotating schedule working from home and in the office; during this time I will do my
best to respond to you as promptly as possible.
 

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2021 10:05 AM
To: 'lisa_kblast@hotmail.com' <lisa_kblast@hotmail.com>; 'brian.fielder@hotmail.com'
<brian.fielder@hotmail.com>
Cc: 'jayme@designsnw.com' <jayme@designsnw.com>
Subject: VA-20-00014 Fielder - Deemed Incomplete
 
Good morning,
 
Please see attached correspondence regarding your Variance application. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.
 
Thank you and have a great day.
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
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Ordinary high water mark 


The ordinary high water mark (OHWM) as defined in the Shoreline Management Act (SMA) is a biological 


vegetation mark. Ecology's rules include a default tidal or fresh water elevation line for locations where the 


OHWM cannot be found.  


Definition 


The OHWM is defined as: 


• "that mark that will be found by examining the bed and banks and ascertaining where the presence 


and action of waters are so common and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to 


mark upon the soil a character distinct from that of the abutting upland, in respect to vegetation as 


that condition exists on June 1, 1971, as it may naturally change thereafter, or at it may change 


thereafter in accordance with permits issued by a local government or the Department of Ecology:  


• Provided, that in any area where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, the ordinary high 


water mark adjoining salt water shall be the line of mean higher high tide and the ordinary high 


water mark adjoining fresh water shall be the line of mean high water." 


 


The position of the OHWM in relation to extreme high and extreme low water varies from site to site. 


At any given site, the OHWM will vary over time and according to factors that include wind, waves, erosion, 


accretion, soils, substrates, vegetation, land use changes, runoff, groundwater, the presence of peat, the 


constancy of pool elevations, and the activities of beavers and other organisms. 


For more information 







Law:RCW 90.58.030(2)(b) (Definitions) 


Rule: WAC 173-22-030(11) 


Determining the Ordinary High Water Mark on Streams in Washington State - DRAFT (Ecology Publication 


#08-06-001) 


For assistance with ordinary high water mark determinations, contactEcology's regional planner assigned to 


your town, city or county. 


Back to Top 


 








  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 
Please Note:  In an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and the Governor’s "Safe Start" reopening plan, Kittitas
County Community Development Services is currently in Phase 3 and is open to the public in a limited capacity. At
this time many of us are on a rotating schedule working from home and in the office; during this time I will do my
best to respond to you as promptly as possible.
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